This patient for thirty years has been a tram-driver. In 1908 he had a carbuncle at the back of his neck and he dates the present condition from then. Since 1911 he has lived in Brighton and has had numerous recurrences. He was rejected for war service. I saw him for the first time in 1926, and, not suspecting artefact at first, I made thorough investigations, including microscopic sections. Eventually I came to the conclusion that the lesion was an artefact, and wrote to this effect to the patient's doctor, who then told me that he had formed the same opinion, but had purposely withheld it from me. The doctor told me that the patient never made himself a nuisance at the club, had always been anxious not to trespass on the doctor's time, and was a thoroughly agreeable patient.. Recently, however, he consulted his doctor's new partner, who promptly made the diagnosis of tuberculosis, and he is now, I believe, obtaining some quite substantial benefit at the expense of the taxpayer.
Section of Dermatology 1643
Self-mutilation of the Face in a Male.-J. H. T. DAVIES, M.B.
This patient for thirty years has been a tram-driver. In 1908 he had a carbuncle at the back of his neck and he dates the present condition from then. Since 1911 he has lived in Brighton and has had numerous recurrences. He was rejected for war service. I saw him for the first time in 1926, and, not suspecting artefact at first, I made thorough investigations, including microscopic sections. Eventually I came to the conclusion that the lesion was an artefact, and wrote to this effect to the patient's doctor, who then told me that he had formed the same opinion, but had purposely withheld it from me. The doctor told me that the patient never made himself a nuisance at the club, had always been anxious not to trespass on the doctor's time, and was a thoroughly agreeable patient.. Recently, however, he consulted his doctor's new partner, who promptly made the diagnosis of tuberculosis, and he is now, I believe, obtaining some quite substantial benefit at the expense of the taxpayer.
On the right side of the face and extending into the scalp is a lesion two inches and a half wide at its upper end, and an inch and a half wide at its lower end, and six inches long, with sharply-cut edges and a clean, granulating floor. It looks just as if a strip of skin had been outlined with a sharp knife and then forcibly peeled off.
The face is " decorated " with a symmetrical arrangement of linear scars representing previous ulcerations, which, on the occasions when I have seen them, had the same characteristics as the present one. There are a number of pustules scattered about the old scars.
On this last occasion, however, an ecthyma-like lesion has developed on the outer side of the right leg. The patient associates this with the condition on his face, but it looks to me quite different.
Discs8ion.-Dr. DOWLING said that this case reminded him of one which Dr. Wigley, Dr. Roxburgh and himself had seen some time ago. The patient was a prisoner who had for some years been at Wormwood Scrubs. He had had exactly the same condition as that in Dr. Davies' case, the appearance suggesting that the skin had been stripped off. Dr. WIGLEY said that the man to whom Dr. Dowling had referred was now in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and the condition was unchanged. "White Spot Disease."-E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. The patient, a woman, aged 24, has a number of atrophic small patches (' white spots ") scattered irregularly over the body. The history is that these patches appeared without any previous lesion having occurred; the average size is k in. to i in., and there are no subjective symptoms in connection with them. She gives a history of recent gonorrhcea, but there is no other constitutional illness and she appears to be otherwise healthy. Patient, female, aged 50. The condition dates from 1927. At the edge of the bald areas there is still some follicular inflammation present, but there has been no active suppuration at any time. There are no lesions elsewhere upon the skin, but
